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procedures for presidential and congressional elections by passing the Help America 
Vote Act (HAVA) in 2002. Ultimately, many states and local governments began 
adapting procedures for nonfederal elections to comply with the HAVA simply because 
those elections are often held simultaneously with federal elections. Therefore, the act 
has had the effect of standardizing procedures for all elections to office—federal, state, 
and local—and in so doing has given the national government a degree of control in 
states’ election affairs.

The HAVA mandates that all polling stations utilize electronic voting equipment 
and have at least one voting booth that is accessible for those with a disability. It 
also requires that state and local voting officials conduct educational activities and 
equipment demonstrations to allow voters to become familiar with the electronic voting 
equipment. While the act does not specify the exact equipment to be used, standards 
have nevertheless been set for the equipment. Congress, recognizing the expense of 
purchasing new equipment, provided limited funds to states and local governments to 
implement the act. In Texas, the secretary of state’s Elections Division certified several 
types of equipment, including optical scanners, touch-screen voting machines, and 
dial-controlled computer voting (eSlates). County governments may select from one of 
four companies to supply the equipment.

The shift to electronic voting is meant to overcome the perceived problems of 
other forms of balloting. Traditional paper ballots are subject to ballot-box stuffing, in 

Help America Vote Act 
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election procedures

  FIGURE 9.1    Early Voting in Texas, 1996–2016
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Source: Compiled by the authors based on data available from the Texas Secretary of State, “Early Voting Information,” 
www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/earlyvotinginfo.shtml (accessed August 9, 2016).


